
 
AHIMA Advocacy Summit 2018 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I cannot believe that Winter is already over and our Spring weather is just around the corner.   
 
The 2018 AHIMA Advocacy Summit was an inspiring and educational experience where Sheri 
Conley and I had both a chance to learn as well as to try and influence positive change in Health 
Information Management and the health profession in general.  
 
On Monday, March 19th, we attended educational sessions to help us prepare us for the 
following day we would spend on Capitol Hill speaking to our congressional representatives 
including:  Leading through Change, Influencing Change Through Advocacy Leadership, A 
Peek Through the Keyhole: An Insider’s View of OCR, Improving Interoperability through 
Trusted Exchange, Opportunities for Quality Measurement & Improvement:  Reducing 
Provider Burden and Empowering Patients, Advocacy in Action:  Navigating the Halls of 
Congress, and AHIMA on Capitol Hill.   
 
On Tuesday morning, March 20th, we had a chance to listen to a speaker who is the mother of a, 
now 17-year-old child, with Phelan-McDermid Syndrome (PMS).  It was “eye-opening” to hear 
her speak and helped to reconfirm my commitment to being a patient advocate and making sure 
that patients and other clinicians have access to the medical/health records they need for 
treatment.   
 
After that, Sheri and I went over to the Capitol and met with representatives from Senator 
Angus King’s office, Senator Susan Collins office, and Congressman Bruce Poliquin’s office to 
speak on behalf of HIM professionals on the topics of Patient Matching and Modernizing 
Privacy Laws to Combat the Opioid Epidemic.  These topics were well received and we had 
great discussions about personal experiences that we have had as HIM professionals in these 
areas.   
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I have attached the information, created by AHIMA, that we shared with the representatives of 
each office:  Patient Matching, Modernizing Privacy Laws to Combat the Opioid Epidemic, a 
letter from a member of congress supporting the H.R.3545 Act, S.1850- “Protecting Jessica 
Grubb’s Legacy Act”, and H.R.3545- The “Overdose Prevention and Patient Safety Act.”   
 
Sheri and I would like to thank MeHIMA for this opportunity to learn and to help influence our 
Health Information Management and health profession in general to change in positive 
directions that will help HIM and health professionals as well as healthcare consumers 
(patients).  It was an honor to represent MeHIMA and its members.   

MeHIMA UPDATES 

Our MeHIMA election is being held from April 4th through April 18th, 2018.  Be sure to cast 
your vote! Also, please think about running for one of these positions next year as we need 
more HIM professionals to fill up our ballot.  We realize that time is scarce these days, but 
every person and their ideas count and will help keep MeHIMA strong.   

If you are willing to help by volunteering, we would love to hear from you as there is power in 
numbers!!  We have many MeHIMA Committees that would enable you to learn, help our HIM 
profession, and have fun while doing it.  We would accept as little or as much time as you could 
spare to help.  Remember, this is our association and it is as strong as we, the members, make it.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Michelle A. Edwards, RHIA and Sheri Conley, RHIT 
 

 


