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BY NEO KOLANTSHO

Th e r e  h a s  n e v e r 
been a better time 
for Botswana to push 
aggressively towards 
gender equality than 
now.

The Constitution 
review information 
gathering being done 
through community 
meetings across the 
country provide a plat-
form to lobby for the 
formulation of deliber-
ate measures to em-
power women.

President  Mokg-
weetsi Masisi has ap-
pointed a team of men 
and women who are 
currently traversing the 
country to hear what 
Batswana want to be 
included or removed 
from the Botswana 
Constitution.

Community meet-
ings began in early Feb-
ruary and are expected 
to end in July this year. 
The commission of in-
quiry will then submit 
a report to President 
Masisi at the end of 
September 2022. 

If all goes well and 
deliberate efforts are 
channeled towards 
women’s empower-
ment, the new Botswa-
na constitution should 
have provided for gen-
der quotas for public 
elections. 

The starting point 
to realise gender bal-
ance is ensuring that 
women are included in 
decision-making pro-
cesses in Parliament 
and the Executive arm.

Southern Africa De-
velopment Community 
(SADC) findings reveal 
that Botswana is one 
of the lowest-ranked 
countr ie s  when  i t 
comes to female repre-
sentation in parliament. 
The country stands at 
11 percent for the year 
2021 and is ranked last 
in the region.

Permanent Secretary 
in the Ministry of Presi-
dential Affairs also head 
of Secretariat of the 
Commission of Inquiry 
Pearl Ramokoka told 
The Midweek Sun this 
week that they have so 
far covered 31 villages 
and towns out of an 
expected 131.

Gender balance is 
one of the recurring 
issues that Batswana 
raise during these con-
sultations.  

“In almost all villag-
es, Batswana are speak-
ing about under-repre-
sented groups such as 
women. They are really 
calling for gender bal-
ance and I believe it is 

one of the issues that 
will be looked into,” 
she said.

Emang Basadi ,  a 
non-governmental , 
non-profit making , 
women’s human rights 
organisation will be 
making their submis-
sions to the commis-
sion soon.

Emang Basadi presi-
dent, Theresa Mmo-
lawa said they did their 
research after the last 
general elections in 
2019. They looked into 
what women in politics 
go through and came 
up with suggestions 
to enable women to 
step up and be part of 
decision-makers.

One area that they 
will be firmly putting 
across is the need for 
women funding in 
politics. “Government 
should sponsor politi-
cal parties and then 
have a special dispensa-
tion for female politi-
cians,” Mmolawa said.

The ruling Botswa-
na Democratic Party 
(BDP) women wing 
chairperson Veronica 
Lesole said they have 
hit the ground running.

“We have already 
started to speak about 
proportional represen-
tation during constitu-
tional review meetings. 
We will be going to all 
districts to ensure that 
our voices are heard 
and taken into consid-
eration,” she said.

They are also con-
sulting women on the 
need to speak without 
fear against male domi-
nance.  They advise that 
all women at the party 
branch level should 
continue fighting until 
the battle is won by 
involving the women 
residing in rural areas 
to also join in the fight.

Despite the efforts, 
of opposition parties, 
it seems there is mini-
mal participation in 
the constitution review 
process. Some oppo-
sition parties agree 
that gender balance is 
important but others 
are reluctant to attend 
meetings citing politi-
cal reasons.

Another area picked 
is that almost all po-
lit ical  parties have 
made gender balance a 
‘Women War’, many of 
them when approached 
referred this publica-
tion to the women’s 
wing for answers. 

At the party level, 
women suffer inequal-
ity alone and are only 
recognised when a fe-
male candidate com-
petes against a male 

politician from a differ-
ent political party.

Meanwhile, women 
do most of the cam-
paign materials for 
men. They support men 
from primary elections 
all the way to the gener-
al elections and ensure 
that they win.

Botswana Patriot 
Front (BPF) women 
league chairperson 
Catherine Sepora said 
they have for long ex-
pressed concern about 
the low participation of 
women in politics. 

“Our National Exec-
utive Committee (NEC) 
is well balanced that is 
why we became one 
of the first to have a 
female party Secretary-
General. 

“We do not need 
to be given positions 
on a silver platter, no 
we want an environ-
ment where women 
can effectively compete 
against men,” she said.

M e a n w h i l e ,  B o -
tswana Congress Party 
(BCP) said it will not 
be participating in the 
constitution review 
meetings.

 “I cannot tell on 
what we will be doing 
because our party has 
taken a stand not to 
participate. Yes, gender 
balance is a topic very 
close to us women how-
ever we believe there 
was no consultation by 
Masisi.”

“The constitution is 
clear on how the consti-
tution review should be 
done and that has not 
been the case. When 
we ask what Masisi is 
doing, we are told they 
are doing nothing.

“They will come to us 
for consultation. What 
is this nothing that they 
are doing that is costing 
a lot of money? Are 
they wasting govern-
ment money?” BCP 
women wing chairper-
son Tshimologo Din-
gake, wondered.

Botswana National 
Front (BNF) women 
wing leader Dorcus 
Mothusi said that they 
have  been having 
meetings on the mat-
ter but have not made 
their submissions yet.

“We are going for 
BNF congress  this 
coming weekend, at 
the congress we will 
openly talk about it and 
agree on how to present 
our position as BNF 
women wing,” she said.

At the congress, they 
will solicit opinions and 
advise each other on 
what to say when they 
get to the Kgotla meet-
ings.
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NGO splashes P2.3 million on students to re-write exams

I bunked class, attended only two lessons in Form 4-5

I loved boys more than my books

Onneile Maswe Tshepiso Katlego Moepi Tshenolo Ramatsuru
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New constitution should 
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Tshenolo Ramatsuru (20), 
Tshepiso Katlego Moepi 
(21), and Onneile Maswe 

(18) are part of the 50 students 
currently enrolled at Gabane Private 
Secondary School for a second 
chance at education.

They are being sponsored by Palms for 
Life Fund Botswana, a not for profit en-
tity whose mission is to improve access 
to education, food, water and sanitation 
for vulnerable communities.

Ramatsuru of Betesankwe village near 
Jwaneng town is a former Goodhope 
Senior School student. He spoke to The 
Midweek Sun at the scholarship launch 
a day after arriving at Gabane School.

He completed his Botswana Gen-
eral Certificate of Secondary Education 
(BGCSE) in 2019, failed and has been 
home ever since.

He failed largely because he was never 
serious about his studies. He bunked 
classes. “I would just sit at the hostels 
and do nothing. School irritated me. I 
hated subjects such as Business Studies. 
I only attended one or two classes since 
Form 4. I only went back a week before 
exams, the teacher was not even aware 
that I was part of the class because I was 
never there,” Ramatsuru said.

Idling for two years has opened his 
eyes and he is now ready to do better. 
Life has been very unbearable and he 
is thankful to be back at school for a 
second shot.

All he wants is to attain 38 points at 
the end of the year and hopefully go on 
to become a Sergeant with the Botswana 
Defence Force (BDF).

Another former Goodhope senior 
student, Maswe of Sekhutlane village in 
the Borolong area was preoccupied with 
chasing after boys more than her books.

She neglected her books so much 
that she even fell pregnant at the age of 

16. Sadly, she lost the baby 19 days after 
she was born.

“I realised that the baby died because 
my body had not even matured enough 
to hold a baby. She was a premature,” 
Maswe said.

Losing her child stressed her so much 
that she became totally detached from 
her studies. She did not put any effort in 
studying but sneaked out of school and 
did as she pleased.

Maswe and Ramatsuru concur that 
while at Goodhope senior, it was not the 
best school to be in, as students indulged 
in alcohol and abused drugs freely.

“Goodhope school is being haunted 
by dead spirits, there has never been 
a year that passed without something 
bad happening there, some have died 
and their spirits are hovering around 
hence we are known for all things bad,” 
Maswe said.

She added that at times it was hard 
to distinguish between boys and girls 
hostels. Students that were dating slept 
with their partners at the dormitories, 
and when such things happen, it is easy 
to get derailed.

Ramatsuru said the sad thing about 
Goodhope is that innocent students are 
often forced to do drugs.

“At the hostels, there were guys who 
smoked Marijuana and when they got 
high, they would  start harassing us 
at night. All I can advise those still in 
school is that once they fail and go home 
they will regret why they ever played 
instead of focusing on their education,” 
he said.

Moepi of Diphuduhudu village in the 
Kweneng District completed her BGCSE 
at Mahupu senior in Takotwane village. 
She failed because she mingled with the 
wrong crowd.

All this time she has been home think-
ing of the opportunities she wasted. 
Moepi has a two year-old baby.

“Having a baby forced me to grow up. 

I am here to work hard because I want 
to be a nurse. All the playing has ended 
and I am happy for this opportunity,” 
she said.

Palms for Life National Coordinator 
Dorothy Okatch said that the scholar-
ship for the 50 students at Gabane is 
worth P2.3 million and covers school 
fees, hostel accommodation, toiletries 
and food. 

A qualified Educational Psycholo-
gist will offer tutorials whilst any other 
support required to help the students 
prosper in their studies will be found.

Beneficiaries were selected from the 
Remote Area Communities (RACs) 
of Kweneng, Kgatleng and Southern 
Districts to allow them to rewrite their 
Form 3 (JCE) and Form 5 (BGCSE) 
examinations.

“For students who reside in the 
RACs, inability to progress from JCE to 
BGCSE and to Tertiary often means an 
end to any possibility of furthering their 
education,” Okatch said. The intention 
is to award 400 scholarships by the end 
of the year.

They will be partnering with willing 
institutions across the country in an ef-
fort to give those who did not do well a 
new lease on life. They will also be look-
ing to sponsor distant learning and those 
at vocational training colleges.

Gabane Private School principal 
James Sentongo-Lukwago said they will 
be creating an environment that is con-
ducive for students to perform optimally.

“If you encounter problems, come 
to me or approach any of our teaching 
staff,” he told the newcomers.

He was not really worried that the 
students are arriving almost at the end 
of term one. 

“Time has been lost but because these 
children finished the syllabus at their 
school, what we will be doing is more 
of revision, we believe we will catch up 
before exam time,” he said.


