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It's equally a 
woman's world!

The number of women in the work force has been on the rise over the years. 
Even more importantly, however, is the increasing number of female business 

but the number of eager women opening their own businesses are giving these men a 
run for their money. Finite magazine met Mrs.Matokelo Seturumane to know about her 

’Matokelo Seturumane, a thought-
provoking, strong-minded Mosotho 
woman was born and bred many years 
ago at Boribeng, Ha Motšoane in the 
Leribe district. She combines two passions, 
empowering women and poultry farming. 
She is also an entrepreneur; the founder 
and Managing Director of Thaba Bosiu 

products to corporate clients. Thaba Bosiu 

management buyout of Thebe Hosken 
Insurance Brokers (Lesotho) on 01 April 
2006. ’Matokelo is a mother of three 
lovely grown up children, two daughters- 
Tokelo and Litsoanelo and a son, Tsoanelo, 
Litšoanelo and Tšoanelo are twins. She is 
a village woman living at Ha Abia Maseru. 

Motšoane before she moved on to Hlotse 

Swaziland to study and acquired a Diploma 
in Secretarial Studies.

She started work at the Catholic Relief 

She later became a manager in the 
Shipping Department of CRS. 

into the shipping department, where 

was promoted to the Head of the Shipping 
Department”. 

She joined the insurance industry in 1990 
at Thebe Hosken as a claims clerk; and 

In 1998 she was appointed to the Board 
of Directors of Thebe Hosken as the only 
woman and the only black board member. 
In 1998 she also started Tokelo Poultry 
Farm.

I knew zero about it. What encouraged me 

distance learning. The fundamental reason 
why my boss said he employed me was 
because at my previous employment (CRS) 

Mamokete -  Issue 41 210x297.indd   16 5/3/2016   10:17:39 AM

By Phongwazana Sakachane

Finite Woman Finite WomanF F

16 May 2016 17        May 2016www.finitemagazine.co.ls www.finitemagazine.co.ls

“Follow your 
passion, 

everything 
else is 

secondary”

I was working with claims and he wanted 
somebody who had an understanding of 
how to handle claims even though the 

the ones I used to deal with. But, I had an 
idea on how to handle the claims”.

on 01 April 2006. This was a result of 
management buyout of the company 
I used to work for – Thebe Insurance 
Brokers (Lesotho) and this year is our tenth 
anniversary”.

She further said that in the post-apartheid 

from prison, in South Africa there was a 
general business shake-up and companies 
were scrambling to be part of Black 
Economic Empowerment (BEE), so Thebe 
Hoskens (Lesotho) felt the need to be 
part of the BEE, they therefore started to 
sell shares to black people in South Africa 
and in countries outside South Africa they 
empowered local people. In Lesotho they 
decided to sell the whole book to their 
employees. 

“the founder and an employee of Thaba-

insurance products which are tailor made 
to meet client’s requirements. She boldly 
says Entrepreneurship is not only about 
building and running your own business, 

problem as well as having the passion and 
perseverance to see it through.”

She describes her role in the company 
as follows: To ensure that the company 

ascribed to women. She says it comes in 

business, when the entrepreneur has to 
wear several hats. While being focused is 

will assist entrepreneurs greatly to survive 
their start-up days.

between how men and women lead. I think 

“Women excel in nurturing competencies 

However, I have seen that one of the 

biggest lessons you learn in business is that 
a dream does not become reality through 

and hard work. Follow your passion, 

and above all don't let anyone limit your 
dreams”. 

“I always refer to business as an up 
and down thing because the economic 
landscape in our country is in the hands 
of men and if you are a woman and you 

at the top. I always tell people that even the 
man leading has been raised by a woman 
to be where he is. So for me women are 
very good in everything they do. What I 
have also realized is that some women 
have fears and stand back; they are like, 
if I’m there, what would society say. But 
most women are very good at nurturing”.

Asked what the key to success is for 
Basotho women:
says, we must be able to persevere when 

a lot of women who can be role models. 
The challenge is we never realise our true 

growth.  Last but not least we must be 

hand in hand with risk taking.

Here’s something that has helped me 
along the way
to others. Being a strong, independent 
woman doesn’t necessarily require that 
you be a die-hard feminist. Rather, it means 
learning to express who you are at your 

female. Be comfortable in your own skin, 

strong!”

company?

“women-only” formula when it comes to 

man or woman, you must start a business 
you are proud of. Be willing to work hard 
- most people think when you have your 

other way round if you want your business 
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A true leader the CBL 
GovernorDr. Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane

Governor of the 
Central Bank of 
Lesotho (CBL)”

“
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Dr. Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane is 

” Finite welcomed the opportunity to chat to this courageous woman 
and get a sneak peek in her very busy schedule. Dr. Matlanyane 
shares her journey that has inspired many women with us.

Dr. Matlanyane grew up at Matholeng, a village situated a few 

hence the name Retšelisitsoe, which in Sesotho refers to Sympathy. 
She was born in the Mochaoa family, married to the Matlanyane 

family and is a dedicated mother of two.

She started primary school at Mafeteng LEC at the age of 5, 
then later joined Bereng High School before enrolling with 

a degree in Economics.  Masters in Economics she obtained 

pursuing a PhD in Macro-Economic Modelling with the 

and policy making.  Before joining the CBL, she was a 

she started in 1994. Then she joined the CBL in 2007, 

in women empowerment.”Matlanyane says. 

one has enhanced my growth both professionally 

The position is exciting, 

a once in a lifetime opportunity 

that requires absolute dedication 

and commitment. My job is both 

intimidating and challenging 

to many I must confess

to be entrusted with such a responsibility. 

professionally.”

quickly in life, hence it has not required 

and conduct to assume this responsibility.” 
Every economy is dynamic in nature, ours 

they internal, external, local or global, can 

the study of all possible outcomes or 

Work related challenges: 

explains Economics as a social science that 
studies how individuals, governments, 

unlimited wants. Economics can generally 
be broken down into: macroeconomics, 
which concentrates on the behavior of the 

which focuses on individual consumers. 

economic, socio-cultural, technological, 
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“My job requires a 
right frame of mind, 

deep dedication, 
discipline and 

professionalism”

environmental and other factors. These 

oil prices to climate changes. Economics 
as a science is premised on how economic 
agents behave in response to changes that 

“I get  by having to resolve 
an economic problem and observing a 

There is nothing that I consider to be a 

servant; there is nothing more rewarding 
at heart than having impacted the life of 

in one’s path. It is how one deals with these 

role very well. This is one of the things that 

Her
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come to the workplace and not perform. At 

Juggling career and family...

them for later. 

Gender equality...

Words of wisdom to Basotho as a whole… 

The type of music she listens to…

just a day…

moment… 
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