
percent) averages as well 
as averages in Helena-West 
Helena district overall, Bar-
ton-Lexa, Marvell-Elaine and 
KIPP Delta Elementary Liter-
acy Academy.

In math, the Helena-West 
Helena Academy of Excel-
lence pupils averaged 50.9 
percent, falling short of the 
state (56.97 percent) and na-
tional (55.75 percent) averag-
es but topping neighboring 
school districts and the local 
charter school.

Meeting highlights 
LR district’s gains
Little Rock School District 

Superintendent Mike Poore 
used last week’s public meet-
ing about the state-control of 
the school system to highlight 
some of the district’s recent 
accomplishments and new 
features.

Top among those were the 
districtwide improvements at 
every grade, three through 10, 
in the English/language arts 
and math/science categories 
of the ACT Aspire exams.

Poore said Little Rock is 
one of only 12 districts in 
the state to show the system-
wide grade-by-grade gains in 
achievement in 2017 over the 
2016 results. The neighboring 
Pulaski County Special dis-
trict is another.

Increases in writing results 
are particularly remarkable, 
Poore said, because they indi-
cate that students are reading 
and reasoning.

The achievement gains 
occurred, he added, at a time 
when the district has cut $41 
million in expenses over three 
years. That includes $11 mil-
lion that was cut for the cur-
rent school year, including the 
closing of three campuses and 
the reconfiguring of a fourth.

LR schools move to 
replace policies
The Little Rock School 

District is in the midst of 
replacing all of its existing 
policies with model policies 
put together by the Arkansas 
School Boards Association.

Superintendent Mike 
Poore and his staff have 
sent to Arkansas Education 

Commissioner Johnny Key 
for a second and final read-
ing of the model policies 
for use in the district. The 
recommended policies come 
with the stipulation that the 
district leaders and the dis-
trict’s Community Adviso-
ry Board will evaluate and 
modify the policies to meet 
the specific needs of the dis-
trict. Those modifications 
also would be submitted to 
the commissioner as they 
are developed.

As commissioner, Key acts 
as the school board for the 
Little Rock district, which is 
managed by the state without 
a locally elected school board. 
A school board typically en-
acts policies guiding the oper-
ation of a school system.

“[Little Rock School Dis-
trict] policies are out-dated,” 
district leaders wrote to Key. 
“Adoption of the [Arkansas 
School Boards Association] 
Model Policies will made the 
[Little Rock School District] 
more consistent with oth-
er districts across the state. 
Further, [Arkansas School 
Boards Association] updates 
policies multiple times a year 
with the law changes and 
court rulings.”

The proposed policies 
exceed 400 pages that are 
divided into eight sections: 
governance; administration; 
licensed personnel; students; 
curriculum and instruction; 
school, home and commu-
nity relations; business and 
financial management; and 
classified personnel.
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POPS LIVE!

Best Seats

HURRY!
OFFER ENDS
Friday, Sept. 1st

Only $29
when you

pick 3 or more concerts

SAVE UP TO 47%
when using the code

“PICK3” online or over the phone

2525 Willow, Ste. 1

North Little Rock

Monday-Friday

8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Walk-ins welcome.

New Health Center Opens

JCCSI opens the new

North Little Rock Community

Health Center &

Welcomes
Dr. Marcus Crouther

Dr. Crouther completed his residency at the 

University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences 

specializing in family medicine and is board certi! ed.

Dr. Crouther is accepting new patients. 

Call (501) 812-0225 or 1-855-543-2380 

to schedule your appointment.

We accept most insurance plans 
including Medicare and Medicaid. 
We o� er sliding fee scale for the 
uninsured.

Jefferson Comprehensive Care System Inc.

Education notebook
CYNTHIA HOWELL

ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Academy program  
to expand in Helena

Helena-West  Helena 
School District leaders are 
pleased with the test results 
from the district’s first-year 
Academy of Excellence pilot 
program at J.F. Wahl Elemen-
tary.

As a result of achievement 
levels that in many cases ex-
ceeded state and Phillips 
County area averages, the dis-
trict is expanding its academy 
pilot program this year. Last 
school year, there was one 
academy class per grade in 
kindergarten through sixth. 
That is being increased to 
two classes per grade for the 
2017-18 school year.

The academy is a col-
lege-preparatory program 
that  emphas izes  pro j -
ect-based learning in science 
and social studies, a mini-
mum of four field trips per 
year as opposed to two, and at 
least six parent-teacher con-
ferences per year. The pro-
gram is open to all families 
who are receptive to the more 
rigorous instruction and in-
creased parent involvement, 
regardless of a pupil’s past 
academic record, according 
to district leaders.

The goal of the academy 
is to have pupils prepared 
for success in pre-Advanced 
Placement and Advanced 
Placement courses in junior 
high and high school.

“Rigorous instruction plus 
complete parental involve-
ment is a powerful com-
bination,” Jewel Hamilton, 
principal at Wahl, said in a 
statement about the academy.

Superintendent John Hoy 
said the academy and its col-
lege-preparatory emphasis 
creates an educational option 
within the district.

“We had been losing stu-
dents to schools that touted 
those kinds of programs and 
we realized it was something 
we could absolutely offer our-
selves,” he said.

In English, 84.78 percent 
of academy pupils in grades 
three through six scored 
at ready or better levels on 
the ACT Aspire exam this 
spring, topping the national 
(72 percent) and state (72.32 

UA professor receives honor
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

A University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, journalism pro-
fessor has been named the 
recipient of the 2017 Barry 
Bingham Sr. Fellowship.

Gerald Jordan, 68, an asso-
ciate professor of journalism, 
will receive the $1,000 award 
at the American Society of 
News Editors’ annual con-
vention in Washington, D.C., 
on Oct. 10.

The award is given each 
year to an educator to rec-
ognize efforts that encourage 
minority-group students to 
study journalism.

Last year, Jordan received the 
Arkansas Press Association’s 
Distinguished Service Award. 
The association cited Jordan 
for being “actively involved in 
diversity efforts at the U of A, 
working with three chancellors 
to recruit, retain and support 
talented African-American and 
other minority students, staff 
and faculty.”

Jordan helped establish 
the Lemke Journalism Proj-
ect, which was designed to 
bring more minority-group 
students interested in jour-
nalism to the university.

Jordan earned a bache-
lor’s degree in journalism at 
UA in 1970 and a master’s in 
journalism from Northwest-
ern University in Evanston, 
Ill., in 1971. He was a Nieman 
Fellow at Harvard University 
in Cambridge, Mass., in 1982.

He joined the UA faculty 
in 1995, after working for The 

Philadelphia Inquirer, The 
Kansas City Star and The 
Boston Globe.

Other winners of the Fel-
lowship are:
m James Hawkins, Florida 
A&M University (1990).
m Larry Kaggwa, Howard 
University (1992).
m Ben Holman, University of 
Maryland (1996).
m Linda Jones, Roosevelt Uni-
versity, Chicago (1998).
m Ramon Chavez, University 
of Colorado, Boulder (1999).
m Erna Smith, San Francisco 
State (2000).
m Joseph Selden, Penn State 
(2001).
m Cheryl Smith, Paul Quinn 
College (2002).
m Rose Richard, Marquette 
University (2003).
m Leara Rhodes, University 
of Georgia (2004).
m Denny McAuliffe, Univer-
sity of Montana (2005)
m Pearl Stewart, Black Col-
lege Wire (2006).
m Valerie White, Florida 

A&M University (2007).
m Phillip Dixon, Howard Uni-
versity (2008).
m Bruce DePyssler, North 
Carolina Central University 
(2009).
m Sree Sreenivasan, Colum-
bia University (2010).
m Yvonne Latty, New York 
University (2011).
m Michelle Johnson, Boston 
University (2012).
m Vanessa Shelton, Universi-
ty of Iowa (2013).
m William Drummond, Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley 
(2014).
m Julian Rodriguez, Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington 
(2015).

m David Armstrong, Geor-
gia State University (2016).
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